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Winter 2023 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2-3
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 4-6

Other events and courses
Reports and News Including:  Head Gardeners; visit to Stockwood Park 

Improvement Garden; Flitwick Manor talk
7-19

Rooted in Bedfordshire The Torrington Diaries Fay Winkworth 20-29
Olivers Agricultural Business Felicity Brimblecombe 30-40

Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Luton Hoo Winter estate walks Felicity Brimblecombe 41

Autumn 2023 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2-4
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 5

Other events and courses
Reports and News Including: Open gardens and NGS; Head Gardeners; 

AGM and tour of Ickwell Bury; Flitwick Manor 
guided tour

9-24

Rooted in Bedfordshire Hospital Gardens and Gardeners Fay Winkworth 25-31
Carpenter's Nursery: 100 years of a Family Business Felicity Brimblecombe 32-35

Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Willington Dovecote and stables Janice McEnroe 36

Summer 2023 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2-4
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 5-7

Other events and courses 8
Reports and News Including: Plant Fairs and NGS; Head Gardeners; 

Gardens in Italy; photograph query
9-20

Rooted in Bedfordshire Moggerhanger History: Owners and Gardeners Felicity Brimblecombe Fay Winkworth 20-25
An Eighteenth Century Steward: Joseph Pawsey at 
Wrest Park, Silsoe

Janice McEnroe 26

Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Houghton House 40

Spring 2023 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter 2-4
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 4-6



Publication Date Issue 
Number

Items Title Author Author Page(s)

Other events and courses 7
Reports and News Including: Plant Heritage collections in Bedfordshire; 

NGS; Head Gardeners; Beds Archives
8- 16

Rooted in Bedfordshire Linking Repton and Brown in Bedfordshire Felicity Brimblecombe 17 - 24
Good Rabbits to have in the Garden: The Rabbitt 
dynasty of Bedfordshire Gardeners

Fay Winkworth 25- 38

Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Ampthill Great Park 39

Winter 2022 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2-5
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 5 - 7

Other events and courses
Reports and News Including Head Gardeners Network 8, 13-16 
Garden Visit Bedford Cemetery Sally-Ann Turner 9 - 12 
Rooted in Bedfordshire Back from the Brink: refurbishment of the Swiss 

Gardens in the 1870s
Fay Winkworth 17-28

Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Greensand Ridge Walks 29

Autumn 2022 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2 - 4
Dates for your Diary BGT events 5-6 

Other events 6-8
Reports and News Including Head Gardeners Network; Gardeners 

Question Time
Felicity Brimblecombe

Corinne Price
9-13, 15-16

Garden Visit Houghton Hall Park Kevin Levitt 13-14
Rooted in Bedfordshire Luton Hoo Walled Garden Revival Project-21 years Felicity Brimblecombe 17-19

Houghton Hall Park History Janice McEnroe 20-29
Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Houghton Hall Park 30

Summer 2022 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter 2 - 3.
Dates for your Diary BGT and Other events and courses 4 - 9. 
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Reports and News Including Head Gardeners Network Corinne Price 10- 11, 13
Garden Visit Hazells Hall: Bluebells Felicity Brimblecombe 11-12
Rooted in Bedfordshire Planting a tree in memory of Elizabeth Skinner Felicity Brimblecombe 14

Skinner connection to a prolific orchid hunter in 
Guatemala

Carol Siegel
16-27

The 1871 Floral and Horticultural Show Felicity Brimblecombe Fay Winkworth 28-31

Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Luton Hoo Estate 32

Spring 2022 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2 - 3 .
BGT-Volunteers Needed 3-5
The work of the BGT 6-9

Dates for your Diary BGT and Other events and courses 10 - 11.
Reports and News 12 -13.
Rooted in Bedfordshire Links Between Family and Garden History Felicity Brimblecombe 14-19

The Hyde Estate at East Hyde. Part 2 Felicity Brimblecombe Fay Winkworth 19-29
Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

 Ampthill Great Park 29

Winter 2021 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2-3
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 4-8
Garden Visit Bedford Park Joanna Hewitt 9 - 10

Northill Fishponds Felicity Brimblecombe 10 - 12
Reports and News Head Gardeners Network; A day in the life of a Head 

Gardener, Woburn abbey
Corinne Price Andrew Grout 13-16

Repairs at Swiss Garden:Swiss cottage and India 
Kiosk

Ian Crick-Smith 17-18

Rooted in Bedfordshire Complications of inheritance: Jenkyn and Pym 
Families

Felicity Brimblecombe 19-21

The Hyde Estate at East Hyde. Part 1 Betty Draycott Felicity Brimblecombe 22-29
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Autumn 2021 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2-3
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 4-5

Other events and courses 6
Virus Update Reports from Bedfordshire 7-9
Reports and News Head Gardeners Network; Higgins art exhibition and 

John Howard
Corinne Price Anne Slack 10-12

Publications Orchards of East of england 13
Rooted in Bedfordshire Mrs Delany- Her flower collages  and Luton Hoo Nora Shane 14 - 19

Gertrude Jekyl in Bedfordshire- Part 3 Felicity Brimblecombe 20-36
Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Whipsnade 37

Summer 2021 New BGT Flyer/Publicity Leaflet Felicity Brimblecombe 2
Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 3-4
Dates for your Diary BGT  events 5-6
Reports and News BGT  7-8

Flitwick Manor conservation 8-10
St Andrews Churchyard, Ampthill 11
Other events and courses 11-12

Virus Update Reports from Bedfordshire 13-16
Rooted in Bedfordshire Gertrude Jekyl in Bedfordshire- Part 2 Felicity Brimblecombe 17-24
Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Stockwood Park 25

Spring 2021 Thoughts from the Chair Editor's Letter; Chair's Letter Felicity Brimblecombe Kevin Levitt 2-4
Dates for your Diary Other events and courses 4-5

BGT  events 6-8
Virus Update Reports from Bedfordshire 8-14
Reports and News Including Head Gardeners Network 15-24
Rooted in Bedfordshire Gertrude Jekyl in Bedfordshire- Part 1 Felicity Brimblecombe 25-29
Exploring Historic Landscapes 
in Bedfordshire: 

Battlesden Park 30-31

Winter 2020 Thoughts from the Chair Editor's Letter; Chair's Letter Felicity Brimblecombe Kevin Levitt 2-3
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Dates for your Diary Other events and courses 4
Virus Update Reports from Bedfordshire 4-15
Reports and News Including Wellbeing at Shuttleworth; soil health and 

Head Gardeners; new books for Christmas; 
Facebook 

16-24

Rooted in Bedfordshire Bedfordshire NW Frontier: Hinwick Hall and House 
(part 2)

Caroline Bowdler 25 - 29

Notable trees of Bedfordshire 30

Autumn 2020 Thoughts from the Chair Editor's Letter; Chair's Letter Felicity Brimblecombe Kevin Levitt 2-4
Dates for your Diary Other events and courses 4
Virus Update Reports from Bedfordshire 5-17
Reports and News New HE II Listing in Bedfordshire: Ian Finlay 

Hamilton Improvement Garden at stockwood Park
17-21

From FaceBook : AGM information 22-26
Rooted in Bedfordshire Notable trees of Bedfordshire 27

Summer 2020 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2
Life After Lockdown 3-4
Reports and News 5-7
Rooted in Bedfordshire Preserving the equivoque': the ornamental privy in 

the garden
Caroline Bowdler 8 - 11 

Bedfordshire NW Frontier: Hinwick Hall and Hinwick 
House (part 1)

Caroline Bowdler 12 - 16

Notable trees of Bedfordshire 9: Cedars of Lebannon 
(Cedrus Libani)

Caroline Bowdler 17 - 20

Spring 2020 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2
Reports and News 3-6
Rooted in Bedfordshire Three American Gardens in Bedfordshire Caroline Bowdler 7 - 10

Lost gardens of Bedfordshire 4: Grove House 
Bedford

Caroline Bowdler 11 - 12
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Notable trees of Befordshire 8: Scarlet Willow (salix 
alba var. vitellina ' Britzensis' )at Old Warden.

Caroline Bowdler 13 - 14

Winter 2019 Dates for your Diary BGT Events 2 - 3
Other events and courses 4- 6

Reports and News 7 - 9
Rooted in Bedfordshire A people's arcadia: Ian Hamilton Finlay's 

Improvement garden at Stockwood Park, Luton
Kate Harwood 10 -13 

Carnations at Eaton Bray: the nursery of W E 
Wallace and Son

14 -15

Notable trees of Befordshire 7: Wellingtonia 
(sequoiadendron giganteum) at Wrest Park.

Caroline Bowdler 16 - 17

Autumn 2019 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 3

Other events and courses 3 - 5
Reports and News 6 - 7
Rooted in Bedfordshire Panegyric to pannage Caroline Bowdler 8

Estate Ice Houses 9 - 13 
The Sandy Show September 1878: manure and 
moral improvement

14

Notable Trees of Bedfordshire 6: Strawberry Tree 
(arbutus unedo) at Sandy Lodge

15 - 16

Summer 2019 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 3 - 5

Other events and courses 6
Reports and News Study Day- Impact of WW1 on Luton Hoo Estate Candida Godber 7 - 8

Bedfordshire Local History Association Symposium Kevin Levitt 9 -14

Rooted in Bedfordshire Parson's Piece: An early Public Park in Leighton 
Buzzard

16 - 17
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Notable Trees of Bedfordshire 5: Silver Maple (Acer 
Saccharinum) at Newnham Ave., Bedford

18

Spring 2019 Dates for your Diary BGT Events 2 - 5
Other events and courses 6

Reports and News 7 - 9
Rooted in Bedfordshire Lost gardens of Bedfordshire: Pavenham Bury 10 - 12

Fowl play at Woburn menagerie 13 - 14
Notable trees of Bedfordshire 4: Pterocarya 
fraxnifolia, Bedford Park

15 - 16

Winter 2018 Thoughts from the Chair Kevin Levitt 2
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 3- 5

Other events and courses 6 - 7
Reports and News 7 - 8
Rooted in Bedfordshire From Nurseries to Garden Centre at Willington Richard Godber 9 - 11

The Smallest Memorial Garden in Bedfordshire Caroline Bowdler 12 - 13
Books and information: Humphry Repton 
Bicentenary Round up

Caroline Bowdler 14 -15 

Notable trees of Bedfordshire 3: Silver Hedgehog 
Holly, St. Leonards Church, Old Warden

16 - 17

Autumn 2018 Obituary Elizabeth Skinner, Bedfordshire Gardens Trust 
Founder Member

2

Dates for your Diary BGT Events 3 - 5
Other events and courses 5 - 7

Reports and News BGT Reports
Other items and reports

Rooted in Bedfordshire Humphry Repton and Battlesden: a few facts and 
many conjectures

Caroline Bowdler 11 - 16

Notable Trees 2: Holm Oak(quercus ilex) at Putnoe 
Heights Bedford

Caroline Bowdler 17 - 18

8 - 10
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Summer 2018 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 3 - 5

Other events and courses 5 - 6
Reports and News 7 - 10
Rooted in Bedfordshire The Hazells and Moggerhanger Park: Repton in the 

1790s
Caroline Bowdler 11 - 15

Are you sitting comfortably ? Replacing the Swiss 
Garden's Tree seat and Bedford's Pyghtle Works

Corinne Price 15 -16 

Notable Trees 1: Magnolia acuminata, 
Moggerhanger

Caroline Bowdler 17

Spring 2018 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter 2
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 3 - 5

Other events and courses 5 - 6
Reports and News 7 -9 
Rooted in Bedfordshire Genius of coxcomb: Humphry Repton- some 

Bedfordshire  glimpses
9 - 13

Easter Bunnies: Rabbits and Warrens in 
Bedfordshire

14 - 19

Winter 2017 Thoughts from the Chair
Dates for your Diary Other events and courses 2 - 5

Reports and News Report on Bedfordshire launch of Orchards East 6 - 7
Rooted in Bedfordshire Get your skates on 8

Old Books- garden books  in a country house library 9 - 10

New Books- Book reviews 2017

Autumn 2017 Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2
Dates for your Diary Other events and courses 3-5

BGT Repton Study Day at Moggerhanger 5
Reports and News Orchards East Bedfordshire Launch Kevin Levitt 6
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BGT website Felicity Brimblecombe 7
BGT AGM Kevin Levitt 8
BGT Report (Education, Conservation, Research) Kevin Levitt Caroline Bowdler 12
GT Conference Report 2017 Caroline Bowdler 8-11

Rooted in Bedfordshire East Hyde: Luton Hoo's  smaller neighbour Felicity Brimblecombe 13 - 14
Lost Gardens of Bedfordshire 2: Cranfield Court Caroline Bowdler 15 - 17

Summer 2017 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2
Dates for your Diary BGT events and AGM; Gardens trust and other 

events and courses 
3 - 5

Reports and News BGT ; Gardens Trust and other 6 -8 
Humphrey Repton Study Day 8 - 9 
Conservation, Education and research reports 11- 13

Rooted in Bedfordshire Tents in the Georgian garden Caroline Bowdler 14 - 17
Lost Gardens of Bedfordshire 1: Goldington Bury Caroline Bowdler 17 - 19

Spring 2017 Thoughts from the Chair Chair's Letter Kevin Levitt 2
Dates for your Diary BGT events and AGM;  Gardens trust and other 

events and courses 
3 - 6

Reports and News Registration of Whipsnade Tree Cathedral 7 - 8
Conservation, Education and research reports 9 - 11

Rooted in Bedfordshire Robert Gibbs, Gardener to Lord Ossory, Ampthill Caroline Bowdler 12 - 16
Eighteenth Century botanical artists at Luton Hoo 17

Winter 2016 Dates for your Diary BGT events 2
 Rooted in Bedfordshire Turvey House (Turvey New Park) registered Grade II 

by Historic England
3 - 4

Reports and News The Gardens Trust Update 4 - 5
Publications/book reviews 5 -7
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Quiz 8

Autumn 2016 Garden Visit Capability Brown walksin Ampthill Great Park 5
Repton at Moggerhanger 6 -7.
Bedford by the river urban walk 7 -8.

Rooted in Bedfordshire Laxton Brothers and local apples Caroline Bowdler 11 - 12.

Summer 2016 Capability Brown (CB300) Reports 2 -3
Reports and News 4 -5
Garden Visit Tempsford Hall grounds 5 -6
Rooted in Bedfordshire Bedford Cemetery and its friends Colin Woolf 8 -11

Abutilon Bedfordianum and the Hortus 
Woburnensis

12

Ampthill's Alameda joins the elite 13
Dates for your Diary Events 14

Early Spring (Feb) 2016 Chair's letter 2
Capability Brown (CB300)  Overview 3 - 8.

Reports and News 9 -12.
Dates for your Diary BGT events 12-13. 

Winter 2015 Letter from the Chair Kevin Levitt 1
Dates for your Diary BGT events 2

Christmas Quiz 3

Autumn 2015 Reports and News BGT 1 - 4
Other 10- 12

Dates for your diary 5
Garden visit Thenford 5 -6
Rooted in Bedfordshire Profile: The Community  Tree Trust 6 -7

Pear Preserve 8 -9

Summer 2015

Spring 2015
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Winter 2014 Secretary's Note 1-2
Dates for your Diary BGT events and AGM 2 - 4

Other events and courses 12, 14
Research Archibald Thomson 1752-1832: Gardener to the 3rd 

Earl of Bute at Luton Hoo and Nurseryman of Mile 
End

Felicity Brimblecombe
5 - 8

Garden Visits Ickwell Bury 8 - 9
Fairfield Park 9

Study Day Swiss Garden  at Old Warden 9 - 12 
Reports and News Education Sheila Meekums 12 - 14 

New BGT roles and responsibilities Kevin Levitt 15

Autumn 2014

Summer 2014

Spring 2014 Dates for your Diary BGT events and AGM 1-2
Other events and courses 10-11

Reports and News Research 3
Education 5-6

Research The Listed Legacy of Leighton Middle School Sheila Meekums 4
Tempsford Hall Research

Garden Visits Coton Manor James Gibb 9

Winter 2013

Autumn 2013

Summer 2013

Spring 2013 Notes from the Editor Kevin Levitt 1
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 3

Other Events and courses 2-3
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Reports and News Publications 4

Winter 2012

Autumn 2012

Summer 2012

Spring 2012 Notes from the Editor 1
Reports and News GT Capability Brown  Tercentenery events 2 - 4
Dates for your Diary Other Events and courses 5 - 7

BGT Events 7 - 8

Winter 2011

Autumn 2011

Summer 2011

Spring 2011 14 Notes from the Editor Kevin Levitt 1
Reports and News AGT News and events 2 - 3
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 5

Other events and courses 4-5
Research News Wrest Park Restoration Kevin Levitt 6
Garden Visit Ampthill Park Bob Morwood 5

Spring/Summer 2010 13 Notes from the Editor Kevin Levitt 1
Dates for your Diary BGT events and AGM  2

Other events and courses 3

Autumn/Winter 2009 12 Notes from the Chair Stephen Boys Smith 1
Dates for your Diary BGT Events 2

Other events 8 - 9
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Garden visit Garden Museum Chris Lewis 5
Stevington Manor Chris Lewis 5

Reports and News Publications Kevin Levitt 6-7

Spring/Summer 2009 11 Notes from the Editor Kevin Levitt 1
Dates for your Diaries BGT 2

Other 3

Autumn/Winter 2008 10 Chair's Letter Stephen Boys Smith 1 -2 
Reports and News editor's Letter Kevin Levitt 3

Secretary's  Notes 3 - 4
Publications 5

Dates for your Diaries Other 6
Garden Visit Ashridge Stephen Boys Smith 7

Luton Hoo Walled Garden Stephen Boys Smith 8

Spring /Summer 2008 9 From the Editor Kevin Levitt 1
Reports and News Secretary's  Notes Kevin Levitt 2 - 3

Publications Kevin Levitt Roz Sinden 5-6
Other news and events 7-11

Garden Visit Old Vicarage, Westoning Michael Halliday 4
Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century Gardens in 
a Nutshell

Caroline Bowdler 12

Winter (Dec) 2007 8 Dates for your Diaries BGT Events 1
Obituary Dorothy Richards 2
Garden Visit Bedford Cemetery Kevin Levitt 3

Wrest Park James Gibb 4 - 5
Reports and News Publications 5

Other news and events 7 - 8

Autumn (sept) 2007 7 Chair's Note Stephen Boys Smith 1
Dates for your Diaries Events 2
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Garden Visit Cottesbrooke Hall Richard Miller 2
Bedford Park Kevin Levitt 2

Summer (Jun) 2007 6 Garden Visit Southill Park Kevin Levitt 2
Woodbury Hall Dorothy Richards 2

Rooted In Bedfordshire The Hill Of Kites: Luton Hoo Memorial Park Kate Harwood 3 - 4
Reports and News BGT Reports 4

Publications 5 - 6
Other 6 - 8

Dates for your diaries BGT 8
Other 8

Autumn 2004 1 Garden visit Swiss Garden 1 - 2
Dates for your Diaries BGT events 3 - 4

Other events 4


